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TRAVELLERS' D1RECTORY.
I/HO.M WASHINGTON DIHKOT TO AIX PARTS
r Of TUB WKMT, KOTHWOT, ANI) WmtBiT. BAl.TI
g.illF AND "HI" KA1I.H0AD, WINTER ARRAN'OKMKNTS
T*n through t aim aro now ruu dally, aitiapt Sunday, from Wash

ingim for the TVaut, u follow let.Hall train start* at 7.44, s. m., (Sunday rtnuplad.) conunct

tag clussly at tt ashtugtrai Junction, for ( uinbarlaitd .not Piedmont.
il Tito (InctnnaU .Si 1 /oil., and CIikoko K*pr*-<« connection InaVin

IVaahiugton At 3 40, p. IM., r.-Ai hmg Uiu iiuiaII aI 0 JO, p. m ., uaxlday,
in counseling illrcciljr with agprvus train for Ia,metritis, Cairo, sod the
:t.uili*fAt, aiuI forM. lamia, Kanaatt, AnToview tha grand Uioiiiil.tlti t.c.«nary or th« road In daylight lake
either ihii 7 44. a hi., or 3 40, p. in., train from tVaithinfton, and Its
urer al Oktubarland or Hvlanal.

lor I'arkerehurg and all elation* on tha Northwestern Virginia road

take lh« 3.40,p. m Ir.un For Marietta And Cincinnati Railroad Uku
the aanlr.

Through Urk'd* and baggage checks to all <|iiartora, And rvary
olher possible facility, will ha found upon thin routo.

Way pa-eeugera for Ilia uiaiu nlain of tha llaltiuiorn anil Ohio Rail
road w ill laava Washington an followa

For all |**itln Udweeu Washington Junction niol Ptodinout take tin*
7.44, a. in., train.

For all nUllona balwaen Piedmont and W hording, take tho 3.40
p. in., tralu. To uounectwith the Frederick train,tako the 3.40, p. in.|
train.

FOR BAUUHM AMI TIIK FAST:
lectin \Vaal.uo;loii fur liultlmorn ul (1 10 and 7.44, a. m., and 3.40

and 4 34, p. m mi Sunday at3.40, «. m only.
Laava Itallitnora at 4.30 and H 40, a. in., and 3.30 and 6.30, p. m.

(la Sunday at 4 30, a. in., only.
Ttw 7.46 and 4.36 traiiu only will (top at way atatlona and for An

uu|miIU coanarttana
Tli" 7.46. a in and 3 40, p, m., arc tha chief connecting trains fbr

tha W.V.I, and lite 0.10, 7 >, and 3 40 iraltia for tha Rawt.
For further Inforinaii ul iiopilra al tha naltimora and Ohio Railroad

Tli kat ink*, Of TlUhj, 11. PAIWUNS, Agont, Wualiin.don.
tv r. om ii'ii,

oct 8 master of transportation, mainmort.

arrangement.
umt solthwebrrern route via orange ano al-fxah'ilkla

kalljioad.
kiom washington city to virgin!*, tanmmbe, osorgta, alabama

musualppi, 1 »uixluna, arkansas, ami texas
tlirmiih tickets ran be nbto!noil nt tl>» groat .southwestern rail

nud otlli o, ooroar of puuuayivaala avomifl and sixth atrnot, washing
ion, on board of tbo smun ferry hoat george pngo, or at ttio oflli o ol
!)>» orango anil aloiao<lrla railroad, ul alexandria.
to richmond, ikuivlllo, i.yiichl"irg, bristol. knoxvillo, hulhm,

atlanta, chauantega, nashville, HiiiiIhvIIIc. grain! june.
Mm, Uoii<|iIiIk, montgomery, anil now orloons.

!lv a ibror.t kioil* anil c'ontinmma railway onnnoxions in memphis.
adopting groalor kxpodllloa anil comfort, and bring over !w0 miles

liorior lhan by any idhor risilo.
tlmslciini forry boat (loorgo i'aga leaven ihe foot of seventh strool

at a\ o'clock,*, m for alexandria, where |iaaaniigrrr take ho cars for
ks hmnnil, charlottesville, stnuuton, white sulphur s|iringa, WikxI
alork, ac., and at 7lg, p. in , for richmond ami all polula honthwoat
waking hiiro anil clone connexions in memphis.

liaggago wagbna and omulhuaur leavo the odlco, l'a. avenue, at <i
o clis k, a. in., and 7, p. m.

j amhi a. evans, agent,
June 1» -tf washington.

ci um m er a r it ano km bn t. the rtmmti
jo 010888 paor wit! run mfbltowa

ivc alexandria at 4, 8, 10, 12 »'< !<>« k, j». in. 2. 4, and $ inr.k,
f fit.

litorc washington at 6, 9, 11 o'clock, a. in.; 1, 8, 5, and 7 o'clock
m.

rh« thomas collykr, whan on tho route, wit! run » oppositehours. pure 18 cent*.
whaley's omnibuses connecting will* tho pago and collyer, will

leave the lopltol, arid corner of 12th at root and pennsylvania avenue,
lie nn.- Iiimk fht* boats louvn alexandria.
ja» 8.eod.if richard wau.ach, president.

Notice to travellers..new arrange
hknt, with grkatly lmprnvkdsciikdclk..from wash

inuton pikkctto aix parts ok the south and 90ctiiwibt
via lutomac 8tkameks ani> kkhmond and potomac jtall.
road 1jnk.--two fast dally line* from washington for tho soutli
and southward. moat* le/.ve their hortbo, foot of flth street, at
h. in., ami 7 >a, |». m. p4mdf*ii bj lb* morning boat can obtaina flu<
breakfast on board a^id enjoy a pkamr null of g){ hours down th<
benutiftil pot nnuu;, passing »u hill view of mount vernon. by th<
renin* boat tb^jr insure a good supper and a rest of four hours in

comfbrtnbhi berths or statu room*, and arrive in richmond in timo u
nut-, t w*4tiall the trains lor the hofllh and south \>eat.
the r.eat southern mail is conveyed over this route, it being 4«j

willi* shorter and 100 mile* less railroading thin by any other route
tnajdng certain connexions to

tasussicmuiriia, Richmond, ayn pknnwnrru, Virginia Wwdom ani
wlt.mixotox, n. C.; Cilarijcrton, s. c.; ai oi hta, <Ja. Montoomkki
ann monilr, ala., dvbbot to ntw orlbam axd autotmirx oitia
and towxh.

j*r»o, onranta hi nrrnmima wuu inn isinvme, rautnsuie, Virginia
TemiesHoo, and East Tonnes*"* railroada

FOR TIIK SOUTHWEST TO
Panvyio, Bristol, Halfon,
Chattanooga, Hunts vtlie, Memphis,
l.ynchburg, Kimxvillo, Atlanta,
Nashville, Oraud Junction, Montgomery,

mid New Orloans.
For through tickets and further information of tlio rente, inquire at

the southern ticket office, No. <172 i'otntsylvnnia aveutie, ono dooi
exit of Browne1 Hotel, or on hoard tlio boots, font of At It street.

(»KO. E. M ATTIN'LY,
August 17.ly Ticket Agent.

NEW YORK ADVERTISEMENTS.

NEW YORK WIRE MMMM
Tlif moat eiton<lv«

ORNAMENTAL IRON MANUFACTURERH
In the UNITED STATES.

Thutr work uinhracuit nil kind. of

IRON RAILING,
IRON VERANDAHS,

IRON GATES,
WIRE RAILING,

WIRE FENCES,
IRON FURNITURE,IRON BEDSTEADS.

IRON WORK FOR STORES AND HOUSES,
IRON CASTINGS, Ac., Ac.

Also, the exclusive manufacturer* of the celebrated

Composite Iron Railing.
A catalogue containing several hundred designs of Iron Work mailed

*e any |»art of tho United States on receipt of four three-con1 postageMUI)M.
HUTCHINSON *. WICKERSIIAM,

312 Broadway, New York.rvr»--d3m

STRAW HATS AT WHOLESALE.
\TAYIIER A RAVENIULL, Importers, ManufacIf1. hirers, and Wholesale Dealers in Straw lints of overy dcserlphen,No. ISO Broadway, New York.
The undersigned roepeotfally oaU the attention "f buyera to the

above card, and add that they have taken the store, 110 Broadway,formerly occupied by the late ilrm of A I.KIANI) <k CO., and havingpurchased their factory and machinery, for the purpose or continuing
mi Iqfig con ictwl by them, fmipeetflillj ollcit a continu

sure of the old custom.
WM RAVEMitLL, of the lata firm of a i.h,wi» A CO., whoad long been their buyer, manufacturer, and general manager, willhave ehargo of tho same with us; having secured all the employeesof the late Ilrm, we feci confident wliwii wo state that our stock for tho

'inning season's trade will bo fully equal to any In point of variety of
and that the reput itlon so long estahli hod by the late firm r<>rI their kin...r.<^ n..ui. .. .....ii »

Unlijonn, will !>.. (Milv HUHlaliiml l>y n».
JlMIN HATIIKK, H RAVEMIIIJ.Pwl» 1.,

" C. llfirinx A Cd.'i Haltrnt Champion Knft-ii.
fPIIK HiiliRcrihrrR, grateful for piiHl f;ivor«, ami-X. finding that* dUf'riiiiiiiriiinK public. \v«*ro Inflowing tli.-ir palronthai extant thai inoro warcr o< nh were ncoeeaary lo exhibit alltheir alack, have enlarged their oo|H>t., by owning an uateindva ware

in on Broadway, nt No 3f»l, corner of Murray street,opl*r He (tie Oljr Hull. Tlii.« enlargement of wurAhomtfl room, with the
\ enlargement ol ili.ur factory, will enable the anbneri,<m band al 11 ttanaa Uryor nook «»r tire and burglarpwnf Karen than auy other establishment in tbo world. l'uriicular attentton will he Jind to constructing aafen for private families to matchwHh other furniture, for tlio security of jilatc and Jewelry.

^ill keep on hand and make to order all kinds of money chest*. vaultd(*»ra, and hank vaults. Hall'* patoul powder proof lock* for banks** itore doom Jones's patent permutation bank lock and Crygior'aPMsat letter lock, without key.
r. c. mmm a c*>.,

No* 136, 137, and I3f» Water ftrwt, and
Ne. 361 Broadway corner Murray at., Now York.

F. <UYUE k ft)., Agents
Washington, D. C.

M B. W. KNOWIJB* Agent
"7 23. ly Riclimond, Vir|inia.

DUNCAN, NIIKRMAN, At CO.,
jSwWI,

OOBN1B PIXK AND NAfifcAU HTRFKTH, KKW YORK,

ISSUE circular notca and crfdit* for tntrfllMH,available In all the principal cdiea of the world. A! <>. inerr;»|jcredit.,ror nae m Knrope, China, 6m.* 7 26 W

|)II1U"S HTOCK Foil CI IIIISTM AS IS NOW
rwtj tar UupMtfca. KHA.NKI.IN PHIIJ*.

j. Books.Iler and Rtatioaer,r* 332 Penn avenue, bet. 9th and 10th at*

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE
INTERIOR.

OftrAjlTMlCNT 0» Till lNTKHIoH,
December 2, 1858.

8m : It) the administration of the Interior Department,
there is iio subject of greater magnitude or of dee(>er In-
torest to the |>eoplo of the United (Mates, than that of the
public lite It, Our system of disposing of them ih the
ntoet just und evpis], uud, at thu wono time, the moat
conducive to their rapid settlement and reclamation froin
a wild und unproductive Mate, that bos ever tx-en dtriard
by any government which bus possessed extensive tracts
of uncultivated land. It is u system peculiar to tire
United States, and in based upon tlie simple but just principle,tlmt, us the public domain is the property of the
people of ull the States collectively, uuy individual desiringto appropriate to himself any particular portion of it,
is allowed to do so hy paying into tlio common treasury a
moderate consideration.

Large grunts have been made by (,'ongrcsA, from time
to time, to Hcveral of the Stale*, of portions of the )>ublie
lauds lying within their respective limits, to be applied to
public uses. Tin principle on which this has la «n justi-
iic<l is, that, as a landed proprietor, the United htates receivesfull remuneration for the grants, in the enhanced
value and more ready sale of the residue of the public
lands, resulting from the execution of the respective trusts
by the several States.
With hut few exceptions, grants have never been made

to individuals, except as a remuneration for meritorious
services, or for the nubile bcncllt. <

In our earlier legislation provision was made foV passingthe title to Individuals for limited quantities of land,
embracing their Improvements, when their only claim of
title was piws'waion or settlement at or prior to certain
dates. This policy, whlfch grew out of the peculiar conditionof French, Hpanish, and British settlements, was
hut temporary, applicable to ccrtaiu circumstances, and
regarded as a measure of justice, and for quieting titles,
rather tliau as a donation of lands. I

f lu Florida, however, and in the Territories of Oregon,Washington, and New Mexico, not only was provisionmade for the allowance of the claims of settlers,
who wen* then n|>on the public lands, without the paymentof a cousidsrution, but donation grants were of-
fered to persons who should emigrate and settle with
In specified periods of time. Such donations, though in-
tiling to individuals, were made as a means of public defence,and were believed to he well calculated to promote
the military strength of distant settlements ex[>o6cd to
the hostile attacks and predatory visits of Indian tribes
but, us a measure of public policy, it has proved falla-
clous, and ought not to be renewed. These proffered
donations have always been coupled with the condition
of actual settlement and occupancy for n period of not
less than four years and the rights and ItcneiHs accruingtherefrom, though not alienable by the settler, havo
been secured to his heirs in case of his death. On aercount of the length of residence required, and the
oilier conditions imposed on claimants, the result thus
far has been that complications have arisen in deterlmining titles, and in these complications and consequent
delays the titles to the adjacent lands have been in-
volved.
The enterprise and fondness for change which charac-

terixc the frontiersman too ofton make him impatient of
no long a residence before enjoying the absolute control
of his settlement, and an improvident forfeiture of bin
claim is frequently Incurred. i

Wherever tbo pre-emption law* nre available as a

meant) of securing homes, the settlers will generally pre
fer to pay for their lamia, and complete their titles at
once, rather than wait for years, and then obtain their
patents without the payment of any consideration. This
is made evident by the fact that Congress has been
constrained, from a sense of justice to those who have
sought to avail themselves of tho benefit of the several
donation acts, to pass laws for their relief, substituting
payments in cash in lien of further continued residence.

< As an apt illustration of these views, 1 will refer to
the practical working of tho donation system in tho State
of Florida. The grant of laud under the act for the
armed occupation of Florida, approved August 4, 1812,
was limited to two hundred thousand acres. Tho eagernessof settlers to avail themselves of the benefits of this
grant is shown by tho issuunco of one thousand three
hundred and twenty-one permits for one hundred and
sixty acres each, which amounted in the aggregate to
two hundred and eleven thousand three hundred and
sixty acres.

In tho year 1814, a supplemental act was passed, substitutingcash payments for the condition of continued
residence ; and under the original and supplemental acts
only one hundred and sixtcon claims have been finally
approved and patented, amounting to eighteen thousand
fire hundred nmi sixty acres.
On the 1st of July, 1848, another act was pnsscd for

the relief of those to whom permits had been granted,
dispensing with continued residence on tho sjiocilic tract.
This act required tho employment of an agont for tho
adjustment of this class of cases, and it appears that two
hundred nnd eighty-three claims under it were approved
and patented, iimoitntiug to forty-five thousand two hundredand eighty acres. There still remain fifty-reven
claims suspended for various causes, amounting to nine
thousand one hundred and twenty ncres.and few, if any,
of these will ever be carried into patent.whilst there are

eight hundred and sixty-five claims which have been absolutelyforfeited nnd cancelled, amounting to one hundred
and thirty-eight thousand four hundred Mercs. From the
foregoing statement it will be perceived that only about
one-twelfth of the whole area proposed to be granted has
been secured finally to claimants under the acts of 1842
and 1844, (and a small portion of this was paid for ;)
that not one-fourth has been finally secured under the relievingact of 1848, and that more than two-thirds has
l>ooii wholly forfeitod.

I have no hesitancy, therefore, in expressing tho opinionthat a system of donations of this character, while it
is not called for by tho Ixtiui Jitl* settlor, is unwise, unjust,
unequal, nnd fraught with mischief. It lias embarrassed
communities and retarded rather than accelerated settlements.

Under our system of public stiles and pre-emption
rights, settlements have been made on a secure and per-
innnent basis. Tho title of emigrati-m has rolled west-
nuiri ii. iu iiu- nuniimi roam, inning l«;n minim mivm

it, nuil leaving in it* rear nourishing Mutes and prcaps-
runs communities, till it lius now reached the heart of
the continent ; while from the shores of tho Pacific, for
several yonrs past, the enterprising pioneer hus lieen on
his stonily march eastward, exploring unknown territory,
and bringing to light the rich mine and tho prolific soil ]
winch tho industrious settlor will soon o-'Ctipy and im- i

prove. i

The system yielding these results has boon the work of i

enlightened legislation, extending through half a centu-
ry. It is peculiarly adapted to tho wants and character- i

istlcs of our people. It lies ut the foundation of our

rapid progress as n nation, has develo|>ed our physical
resources, and, in my opinion, needs no material change i

The report of tho Commissioner of the General Laud
Oflice, which accompanies this communication, shown the t
scope and magnitude of this branch of the public service, i

and demonstrates the promptness and energy with which .

its operations have been conducted. I
During the liscnl year ending June 30, 1858, there i

have been disposed of to Individuals 9,607,068.46 acres t

of the public lands, of which 3,804,908 acres wero sold <

for cosh, yielding $2,116,768 ; and 5,802,153 acres wore r

located with military bounty land warrants. I
Of the quantity sold for cash 817,529 35 acres were 1

sold at and a hove one dollar and twenty-live cents |>or <

sere, and yielded $1 1 "6 73; whilst 2,987,397.11 t
seres were sold at graduated prices, for which the sum of <

$956,601 29 was received into the treasury. 1
'I'li.su. firm re sl.our >l rllmlanlloo ofrr>-1

eelpts from tho sales of ptililic lands than was anticipated. I
But the condition of the people in the frontier States and
Territories was such, tiial to bring lands heretofore nnolfereilinto market during the past sumtnor, was deemed
oppressive to the settlers thereon. The crops had, for
the. most part, filled. In some localities sickness, and in
others ll'ssls, had occasioned losses ami distress, whilst
the s< aroity of money was every whore prevalent and
|*ualysing. But n« a longer |mst[ioiiuniont of the sales,
it is believed, would Is) prejudicial to tho welfare and
prosperity of the icspis.tivo Communities, and as a liberal
Indulgence has already been afforded to tho settlers
upon unoffered lands, it is contemplated to bring into
open market several millions of acres during the ensuing
year.
The lands which have lieen sold and located during

the year who, in the main, for m tifal settlement or cultivation.

Ou the 30th Scpteiulier, 1858, the quantity of surveyed
lands ready to bo brought into market wita 01,001.010
acres and there were then subject to sale at private entry,at all the land offices, over 80,000,000 acres.

Under the various acta of Congress of 1847, 1850,
185*2, and 1855, there have been issued 516,708 military
bounty laud warrants, requiring 55,731,890 at-res of (lie
public duinalu to auiisfy them. Of those, 416,631 bail
been located, to the 8"th September last, on 44,238,030
acres of laud, leaving outstanding 100,136 warrants,
calling tor 11,493,860 acres of land.
Tho report of the Commissioner of the General Land

Office exhibits the progress now being made in the several
surveying districts, iu the preparation of other and additionallauds for sale ; and it may be gpufiduntly expected
tlrat during the next calendar year the receipts from the
sales of public lauds, and the quantities sold und located,
will be greatly increased. It is estimated tlrat, without
soniu detrimental change in our system, the income from
this source will reach at least live millions of dollars.

By tho act of Congress of Match 2, 1849, und September28, 1850, those swamp and overflowed lands tit the
several Status in tho Union, made thereby unlit for cultivation,which remained unsold, were gran toil to the
.-Iiuiua, ir^lTUVUJ, HI Cimmu IMUil fWHArt IU I^uui" ««»

the awain (j and oversowed lauds within their limits.
Tho aggregate quantity of land selected and reported

to the 3l)th ot September hud, us inuring to tliu State*
under these grunts, is 5.r>,129,492.13 sens; of which
thero have been approved and certified to said States, un;lertire act of 1848, 7,479,994.23 acre*, and under tho
set of 1850, 33,543,18T.38 acres making un aggregate
ot 40,923,181.Ot acres.

Patents have been issued under the act of 18.">0 for
is,716,834.11 acres ; and if to this (Quantity we add tire
7,379,994.23 acres embraced in certificates issued under
the act of 1849, which have the sums effect its a potent,
we nIiiiII have un aggr gate of 36,096,828.34 acres, for
which a complete title has passed to tiro States.
These inuniticcnt grants, if wisely applied l>y tho respectiveStates, will enable them to reclaim aud opuu to

rettlenient and cultivation tlic most fertile lands lying in
tho valley of the Mississippi, which, had they been retainedby tiro United States, and left iu their natural oon
ilition, would have retarded the growth of the country
for an indefinite time, being unavailable for production
aud a fruitful cause of disease and death.
During tho Tbirty-fotlrth Congress several acts wore

passed making grants of public lands to the States of
Iowa, Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Wisconsin, Michigan,
Mississippi, and Miuuesota, to aid in the construction of
certain railroads within these States, respectively.
These grants were made in 1850, principally and.

about the time of the jsissage of tho vurioiib laws, appeals
were inailo to this department to close the local land offices,and withdraw from market tho public lands which.
It was supposed, would bo likely to fall within fifteen
iniles of the proposed roads. This request was acceded
to, and whuu 1 took charge of the Department of the Interior1 touud a very large amount of lands iu the States
mentioned thus withheld from sale and settlement. The
grants made by Congress to btateo, so fur us accepted,
have been transferred by them to railroad companies.
Desirous oi allowing tlio companies every reasonable facilityIn availing themselves of tho full lienellt of the
bounty of Congress, yet believing tho continued withdrawalof the lands from market for any great jicriod of
time would operate injuriously upon other interests in
those States, notice was given that a reasonable time
would bo allowed the companies to locate the routes definitely,ami, in tho event of tlmir failure to do so, the suspensionof the lauds would lie removed.
The length of tho railroads provided for, under the

legislation of the 34th Congress, in the Bevcral Stab s

mentioned, so far as tire grants therefor have been accepted,is, us ascertained partly by estimate, 4,619 A miles,
and t he quantity of land which will pass to the coinpunioR,11,789,687 acres.
Of the lands which had been withdrawn from market,

more than 18,590,(100 acres have been restored since
March 3, 1857, and it is expected that additional quantitieswill lie restored early in the year 1859.

j i its nuw wtuHitu-ujiuy iuccruuuuu uuu. hunch ui luc

precious metals are to bo found in tbo Territories of
Washington, Oregon, Now Mexico, and Kansas, and the
time bus arrived for the government of the United States
to adopt some definite policy uh to its mineral lands.
Under the act of March 3, 1833, providing for the surveyof tho public lands in California, the surveyor generalis prohibited from laying off, by subdivisional lines,
those townships of lands which are mineral.
Tiro several laws securing tire right of pre-emption to

actual settlers specially provide that litis right shall not
attach to mineral lands, and when mineral lands hare
been sold, special provisions have been made for the disposalof them. The question presented is, shall theso
mineral lands Ire forever withheld from market, and kept
open for all persons who may desire to work them and
gather their rich products, or shall they, like agricultural
lauds, ho surveyed and sold, and thus pass into the
ownership of individuals ? This question is interesting
and of great moment ; and 1 submit whether it would
not l>e a wise and Bound jiolicy at this time to pass a generallaw reserving all auriferous, silver, and ciunalinr
mines.the precious metals.from sale, for tho ubo and
occupancy of the people of the United States, under such
regulations as Congress may prescribe, and leaving those
lands containing copper, Iron, lead, and coal.tho useful
minerals, subject to the ordinary laws of settlement and
sale for their development. Tho extent of these ileties
estimate, and gives assurance to our ]>oop!c in tho future
of unbounded wealth.

Peace and quiet have been restored to Utah, and some
additional legislation will bo required to place its inhabitantson an equality with those of the other Territories.
The organic act provides that the constitution and laws

of the United States, not locally inapplicable, shall bo in
full force in said Territory. It is an unsettled question
whether this general provision, unsupported by any other
act of legislation secures to the settlers upon the public lands
in Utah the rights and benefits of the several pre-emption
laws. Ill that Territory we have already more tlnm two millionsof acres returned as surveyed and ready for market.
Occupants are upon these lands, and want to obtain titles
to tlicir homes ; and I submit whether it would not be an
act of justice to the people of Utah to establish In that
Territory a land oflice, ami at the same time in express
terms extend tho pre-emption lows, so as to embrace all
the inhabitants residing within its limits.
By the treaty of 1838, with the several tribes of New

York Indians, u tract of land lying in the southern part
if Kansas, anil containing, by estimate, 1.824 (100 acres,
was reserved anil sot a|>art for the future home of those
Indians. Nine different tribes were parties to this treaty,
md it was stipulated and agreed that such of the trilies as
lid not accept and agree to remove to the country set
qiart for their future homes, within live years, should
forfeit to the United States all interest in lands so set
ipart. Twenty years have elapsed, and no one of these
tribes, as tri' es, has accepted tho conditions of the treaty,
individual members of the tribes, however, have removal,and are now settled iqion this reservation. According
k) the estimate made at the (Into of the trinity, tlie quautityof hinds reserved was sufficient to allot each soul of
ill the tribes three hundred and twenty acres of laud.
Ylthough tin Indians, as trilies, have forfeited all claim
to the tract of laud reserved for them, yet tlusie who have
romorod are In equity entitled to their pro rata share. A
lue regard to the welfare and prosperity of the Territory
>f Kansas demands that these lands should lie surveyed
ind opened to settlement nnd sale. Indeed, a largo numberot settlements has already been made within tho Hintsof tho reservation, and the people uro anxious to ucpiiretitles to their homes. Justice to tho resident Indlinacannot lie done without congressional aid, and 1 recunmendthe passage of a law securing to the emigrant
Indiana the amount of land to which they mny bcequitudyentitled, nnd declaring the residue public landH open
:o settlement.
Under the acts of Congress making appropriations for

;ho 1'ost Office Department, approved March 3, 1855, and
March 3, 1857, pre-emption rights are secured in certain
noes to mail contractors, (irent difficulty and emliarriu-snnuthave nrisun in the execution of thesa laws, and that
nterpretntion has boon adopted as most consistent with
the terms as wollas witli the obvious design and moaning
>f these laws, which confines tho benefit of the act to
tlume routes extending through the Territories, from the
line of the States west of the Mississippi river to New
Mexico, Utah, or points on the Pacific slope. Ily allowingthe first contractors the right of purchase, and thereforeof exclusive control of the l**t locations for stage
(tends, which may be established along the great lines
serosa the continent, it is apprehended that gioat miliar-
rniwment win Ann m the lutnre. It iH unggratcd that
the«e )«tt mar I* ehangwl with great ivlvnntnge t0 the

service. If, instead of allowing contractors tho right to
piirclntMi, limited unantitics of land, at proper distances,
were reserved for the nee of the postal service along those
routes, by which oech successive contra#tor should have
the use and control of tho reservations during the continuanoe of his contract, and no longer, it is believed
that in the future letting of contracts a great economy
would be effected for the service, and I cannot but commendsuch a change iu the law to the favornblu considerationof Congross
Much labor and perplexity have grown out of the executionof the graduation luw, approved August 4, 18.14.

The third section of that act required the party applying
to make an entry at the graduated price, to mako attidavlt"that he or she enters the same for Ids or her own
use, and for the pni|-u<«e of actual settlement and cultivation,or for the use of an adjoining farm or plantation
owned or occupied by hiin or herself;" and that " togetherwith said entry, hi' or she has not ocijuirod from
tho United States, under the provisions of this act, more

than three hundred and twenty acres of land." It is idle
to make these requirements and not ouforce them ; and,
therefore, the action of the land Oflioo has been to requireproof of a compliance wfih tho conditions of the
law Iwfore delivering the patents to tho respective claimants.Purchasers neglect or fail to make the proof in
very many cases, hence suspensions become numerous,
and progress with business Is prevented to tho injury of
tile clttxcn ami thu government. On the .'{<1 of March,
Ul$7J*Cbogrcsi interposed, And confirmed all thu entries
J~...A ' * * 1 twlvius xrini' t.v thai iIuIm tStfll ft fow
ni.i n- ,w (411.1111*1 .. j.m - ...,

exceptions, to the great relief of the claimants and the
land Office. Since then other similar entries hare been
allowed and in r;gulur order carried Into patents, which
havo been forwarded to the local olfiws for delivery, upon
satisfactory proof being adduced of a compliance with the
terms of the law.

It is believed that the graduation law will continue to
prove a fruitful source of fraud and niiiiuyance unless
some change is made In its term*. Congress sh. uld requirepr<M>f ol settloiuent and cultivation prior to the admissionof the entry, or should release the purchaser from
the conditions now imposed.

INDIAN AKVAItS.

For full information in res|>ect to our Indian relations,
I refer you to the report of the Commissioner of Indian
Alfairs, and the accoinpanyiug reports of the different superintendentsand agents.

During the past year thero has been much excitement
among the wild tribes in the interior of the continent.
The withdrawal of the troops from the military potts on
the frontier, and their inarch through the Indian countryto the Territory of Utah the passage of tint many
supply trains of great magnitude, with their numerous

attendants, over the long route to the same destination ;
ami the discovery of new gold mines in the Territories of
New Mexico, Kansas, and Washington, and In the British|MMsessions adjacent to our northern bmnduiies west
of the Rocky mountains, have set in inoticn a large class
of adventurers, who have traversed expensive tracts of

country heretofore untrod save by Ins'ian tribes. The
opening of three wagon roads, aud tls> establishment of
the overland mail routes across the continent, have presentednew inducements and facilities for travelling over

the plains of the interior ; and all these causes combined
have had no little influence in tftsturhing our amicable
relations with those nomadic trkies, that subsist almost
exclusively upon the spoils of the chose. Although acts
of hostility have resulted in tome localities, it is a gratifyingfact that, with trifling exceptions,.the tribes with
which wo have existing treaty stipulations have kept
their faith, and have enjo/cd a season of peace and coiupnrativeplenty.
When the exigencies of the service compelled the War

Department to witluhaw the troops stationed among the
tribes on the frontier, our agents expressed serious upiprehensions of outbreaks ; but those fears have for the
most part proved groundless. In those cases in which
the ill-feeling of some, and the dishonesty of others, have
led to ojicn hostility, our gallant army, by a timely chos!tiscmrnt, has taught the delinquents a lesson which will
not soon bo forgotten. Conquest has thus paved the
way for the introduction of our policy of peace, on

which rests tho only hope of the friend of tho red man
flint there is any good in store for him and his posterity.

With the exception of the marauding bands that wanderabout the boundary between the United States and
Mexico, towards whom we should pursue an energetic aud
decisive policy, the groat mass of the Indians are now in
a condition and temper to inspire the hope that increased
success will crown the efforts now making for their im!provomont.

They are becoming too well acquainted with our power
to be willing to measure their strength with us ou tlfo
battle Held. A wholesonio fear of, and respeet for, our

government have been inspired, and they will not, as

tribes, wantonly Incur our displonsure. The sword is cf,fectually opening the way for the ploughshare, and little
now remains to be done to secure perpetual amity with
the several trilics, and give fair scope to their growth in
civilisation, except to have a full and explicit understandingwith thorn, and to prevent, if possible, their
being mislod by lawless and dishonest white men.

In all our dealings with the Indians, In our treaties,
laws, and jsillcy, the end sought to be attained lias been
the welfaro and elevation of flic race ; to induce them to
abandon their thriftless life and barbarous manners, and
adopt the faith and practices of the Christian. Our suc|
cess, thus far, has not been commensurate with our efforts
niul expenditures, but it cannot, with truth, bo said
that the attempt to civilize tho Indian is altogether a

failure.
In reviewing the post, it is easy to point out errors

which have been committed, but difficult to designate a

general policy, which, in all respects, would have been
lietter, and the introduction of a new system at any
time would not be without its drawlmcks and difficulties.
A duo regard to tho interests of our own people has

compelled tho government to remove the Indian tribes
originally inhabiting (lie middle, southern, and western
States, to habitations further west. In some instances
one removal Iish followed another, change lias succeeded
change, and t hin unsettled state of affairs has been detriImental to the progress of the tribes in civilisation, mid
antagonistic to the effort* made to convert the Indian
from the ways of Ilia forefathers to the faith and habits of
our own people.
When new reservations havo been assigned to tribes,

too often the boundaries allowed have been dispropor!tinnately large, and their situation has thus invited them
to continue the hunter life. Their extensive domain bus
been held in ooninibu, and therefore separate individual
property, so essential to individual exertion and general
industry, has been comparatively unknown among them.
The heavy alttntnl largesses that have been giveu to some
trilsss, when divided among their people nt. stated j>eriods,amount to a stipend which, without furnishing an

adequate support, is yet largp enough to destroy tiiolr
self-reliance, repress such industry as physical want might
otherwise compel, and create a taste for profligacy, which
strengthens their natural aversion to constant labor or

employment,
These < liaracterist ic* of our past policy should he

changes!. Itemovals of tribes should lie avoided. Separatelands should he assigned to individuals, without the
power to alienate or encumber them ; and money annuitiesshould be ex|>ended for tho common good, instead of
losing divided per capita.
Upon this lino of policy this department has acted in

the negotiation of the recent treaties with the Pawnees,
Ponce*, end Yancton Sioux, anil in the administration of
the Indian service generally, so far as the provisions of
existing treaties will admit. It is now proposed that
Congress shall authorise the substitution of mechanical
and agricultural implements, seeds, clothing, household
furniture, Hnd other articles necessary to industry and
comfort, and the application of funds to educational,
charitable, or civil uses, In lien of payment* in money,
in all cases where such siilistitution is practicable anil believedto l>e conducive to the welfare of the Indians.
The Cherokee*, Choctaws, Chicks* >ws, and Creek*,

have regular governments, and give evident proofs of
progress. The Choctaw* have recently passed through
an exciting and violent political contest. A regular conventionhad met and framed a constitution, and, without
submitting its adopt inn to a popular vote, the conventionhail undertaken, in the exercise of its delegated floverelgnty,to declare the constitution thus framed to he in
lull force and elittl.
The government under this constitution went into operationby tlie election and i|naliticntion of all the necm

wiry officer*, end Hie department hail recognised the authoiltlcKthu» constituted hy paying into their hands the
annuities due the nation. Opposition to thin constitution,
however, arose. A new convention won called together

V

without authority hrw, another constitution was fiauiod,
and the advocate* ot the uioveiueut claimed to have the
support of a majority of the Choctaw people. Civil war

was iurpendiug, and hotli parties appealed to this departmeutfor support. The superintendent, acting under in
tructions, was enabled, by sustaining the regular gov1eruineut, constituted in pursuance of law, to cllcct a

reconciliation of parlies by procuring froiu the rccoguirxvl
authorities such concessions us proved satisfactory to the
revolutionists, and thug pence and itariuony were restored
to this interesting community,
By the treaty with the Creeks, concluded in 1856, a

portion of their country was set apart for the exclusive
occupancy of the Hcminoles, and an appropriation was

pledged for tlio expense of removing that portion of the
Seminole tiilte then still remaining in Florida in astute of
hostility. For more than twenty years u few warriors of
this tribe hail l>;>filial the energetic efforts of our army to ef;
feet their subjugation and removal. Millions hud liceii
spent, m..l ujuny \ aluablu liiresacrificed. >ut .id; they i-lu
(1«<1 capture, and could not beindiu'ed to remove anil unite
with their brethren went of the M'.isimippi river, in this
condition of things, Colonel Hector, the southern superintendent,win instructed to hike with him the agents of
the Creek* and Seiuinole*, with a delegation of leading
men of each tribe, and visit the everglade* of Florida,
ami if possible effect the removal of these desperate refit
gee*. With great tact and fidelity he carried out hi* instructions,and auei-ecded in inducing all the leading warrior*touliaudou their fastnesses, stuoke with litiu the pipe
of peace, ami in ouipany him to the oouotry net ujwrt for
them and their brethren. One hundred and sixty-four
were thus removed, ami Immediately It was proclaimed
that hostilities were at nil end.
The economy with which this emigration was effected

reflects great credit npon the officer who was entrusted
with its management. Ho has been instructed to return
to Florida this winter, anil remove a scattered remnant
still left liehind who hure made kn \vn their willingness
to join their friends in their new homes.
There is nothing which has so often disturbed ami destroyedour nudcuble relations with the more remote tribes,

ss the failure on our [tart to comply with promises and
agreements made by officers ami agents, whom the Indianshave regarded as duly authorized to speak for our

government. To this cause wo must, for the mo*t part,
ascribe our recent difficulties with the Indians in WashingtonTerritory. Treaties had been negotiated with
them some two or three years ago, by which they agreed
to retire tijton small reservations In con ideratiou of u

promise on our ]>art to erect buildings, establish shops
and bcIiooU, and make annual presents of blankets, clothing,and useful implements.

These treaties not having Usui ratified, the Indian Officelias ttc!il compelled to disappoint the expectations of
the Indians, who veiy naturally became dissatisfied. The
frequent trespasses committed by the whites, who, not
anticipating the delay in tho ratification of the treaties, in
tunny instances settled upon the land which by the
treaties was coded to tho United States, aggravated the
discontent of the Indians, until It manifested itself in acts
of open hostility.

l'eace has been again obtained by conquest, but tho exactterms upon which it lias been made are not at tbis
time known to the dcjmrtmcnt.
The proper management of those Indians, whose title

to the lands they occupy hns never boeti recognised by the
United States, is a problem of most difficult solution. 1
do not refer to the scattered remnants of Indian tribes
still remaining in sotne of the older States of tho Union,
who arc not brought under the supervision of the Commissionerof Indiun Affairs, but to tbc Indians in the
States of California and Texas. 'Jlie jiolicy adopted by
Congress iti regard to these Indians litis been to gather
them, as far as practicable, n|>on reservations, with the
expectation that, under tho guidance and protection of
the Indian agents, they would support themselves by
their labor, and Improve in morals and in the arts of
civilised lift'. During the last summer steps were taken
to obtain correct and rclinl)le Information of tbc working
of thin system.
A partial report from Tex.au gives the gratifying intelligenceof the goo<l conduct of our agents, and the comfortand progress of the Indians on the reservations.
'l'he information in regard to the working of the systemin California is discouraging. The product of the

several farms is altogether inadequate to tire support of
the Italians, and the expense of the system, as heretofore
managed, is enormous,

This is to be attributed, in a great measure, to tiro unnecessarilylarge number of white persons employed, and
it would seem that, without a radical reform in tiiis and
other particulars, the system will not he attended by a

success commensurate with the cost.
Directions have been given to dismiss the laliorers and

employees, who have been retained heretofore at a very
henvy ex[>ensc, and to employ Indian labor alone in cultivatingand improving tiro farms, and in herding the
stock. Proper allot incuts of land inside the reservations
are to lie assigned to eacli family as their own private
property, and each individual is to he fully secured in the
possession and enjoyment of the fruits of his owu labor
industry and virtue are to he encouraged by suitable rewards,and distinguished front idleness and vice. Tho
Indians are, moreover, to l>o informed that unless they
produce their necessary supplies, they can no longer expectthat food will ire furnished them at the expense of
the United States. With a view to carry out tho policy
here indicated, the estimates for tho Indian service in
California for the uext fiscal year have been reduced to
tho sum of fifty thousand-dollars.

In southern California there aro still numerous hands
of Indians that have no permanent locations. Where
they arc found in desirable places they aro often intruded
upon and driven away by white men ; and feeling no
confidence that they can retain a place of permanent
abode, they wander about ready for any mis'hievous enterprise.If this depurtmont had authority to assign
homes to such, in the possession of which they might he
protected, there is hope that they could eventually he
insult- useful members or a community in wmcli tliey are
now dangerous vagrants.
The l'imon and Maricopas, of Ariaona, are agriculturists,

and have fixed aiiodcs. Before tliey arc interfered with
by emigration, reservations of proper extent should bo
assignod to tlu-in ; and so soon as a definite understandingcan be had with the Apaches, Camanolios, Kiowas,
and otlior roving tribes of tho interior, the same policy
appears to lie most proper to ndopt in regard to them.
These tribes will soon liave to be localised ; and to enforcequletudo and keep them within tiie limits of their
own possessions, tiro utmost watchfulness and firmness
will lie required.

1 take occasion here to renew the recommendations
made in my last annual report, that a district court
should be established in the country occupied by the
Choctaws, Chickasaws, Cherokecs, and Creeks, ami that
the Intercourse laws should be revised and codified.
With the authority from Congress so to commute tiro

annuities of Indian tribes that they may bo expended
with their consent and uppiobation for the common good;
to divide existing tribal reservations among the individualsof the tribes, respectively, with such restrictions upon
the power of aiienntion as will remove nil temptation to
speculation to assign lands as homes to those Indians
who have no tlxod aliode ; and to prescribe tho boundarieswithin which the migratory bauds will lie required to
remain, 1 should hope for the best results from the efforts
of this department to ameliorate the condition of tho Indiansunder its supervision.

PENSIONS.

The current business of the Pension Office in all its
urtiii no* nas oeeu orougnt up «o oate, nntl tho large clericalforce which was required for tlie execution of the
bounty-land net of 1855 can l>e dispensed with atnn early
day.

During tlie year ending 30tli of Beptaoabw last, 1.1,815
bounty-land warrant* were issued, requiring 2,01+,420
acres of laud to satisfy them. This, added to the quantityshown by my report of last year, makes the whole
amount of public lands granted for military service* up
to Scptemlier 30, 1858, 62,730,302 acres. Under the
acts of 18+7 and 1855 theru arc nlsnit 7+,000 bountylandclaims pending in the office, originally suspended on
account of Informality, irregularity, or defective proof.
Many of these cases arc called up from time to time by
the parties interested for re-examination, requiring a

large amount of labor and patient investigation in the
disposition of them.

The whole inimbsr of army pensioner* under the va-

rions act* of Oongrrss is 10,723, requiring for their txiv
merit the Mm mil niiin of $1102,700 20.
The whole numl>«r of navy peiinionara in 802, and »he

aggregate amount of their annual payment* in $130
501 10.
The entire amount which ha* heretofore hoen paid un

lor the vuriotu pension and bounty land mis far execs dt
ell the anticipations of those who advocated their enact
uieut, and will he learned by the country with sours ant

|irieu. It appears that the total disbursement fur |iei>sionsup to this date is about t'JO.OUO.OtM). if to this
sum we inI* the bouoties in land, ti2,738,3ti2 acres, and
estimate that land at ouo dollar and twenty-live cents pet
acre, the total amount granted I'm bounties and (tensions
will be $108,424,202

It is not improper to a full understanding of the rub
ject, in this connexion, to review the operuliiHt of soute
of the pension laws, and to refer to tire estimates on

which others were used.
Take fur illustration tiro law granting invalid pensions.

During the tea years pveoeeding the year 1816, the auuu

al expenditures on account of invalid pensions averaged
$1)8,000. During the ten years euixtwdlng 1815 Lho averagewas $2S<>,<)00 per annum. At the preaeut time it
la ii->,uuu jM'i uiiiiiiui i inn nuv..«j
lie accounted for by the peculiar provisions of tin; laws
nailer which the allowance is made. The disability muy
have wholly ceased, yet the department has no authority,
under existing Iowa, to withhold the |iensioa of tui inva
lid oii' o granted. The examinations are generally made
by physicians uakuowa to the other', expat to, and most S

frequently long alter the occurrence* which originate the .

disability ; yet, being uudispiitcd, their oertittcates arc

received it* good and milticieiit testimony. 3

With a view of showing the impossibility of ariiYlng <

in odvauco at any reuxouablo concept! m of the expand!
ture« which will be required by a pension law, 1 will relet

you to the history of the passage of two enactments, one 4
of 18.12, and tits other of 1853, incurring more than
tweuty years apart.
On the 7 tlx of Juno, 1832, forty nine year* after the close

of the revolutionary war, "unact supplementary totheact
for the relief of ccrtaiu surviving officers ami soldiers of the
revolution" was passed. While that kill waa under consideration,a committee of tho House of llcpreseiitative*
went into an elaborate calculation in order to ascertain
the number of persons then living who were embraced
by its provisions, and the annual amount of inoucy it s

would require. The conclusion wits that the number of
soldiers who would claim and be untitled to its benefits
wus 10,0.17, and that the auuual expenditure would be
$907,608. On this calculation the bill was passed. The
number of claims tiled under the law during tiie first
year was about 25,000 The whole number tiled under
it exceeds 38,000. The whole nmitlier admitted was 33,414.

T in- whole amount expended for petitions in the year
1831 was $1,281,079 71. In 1833 it was $5,100,203 97.
The Increase caused by tlio act of June 7, 1832, was therefore$3,815,524 20, more than four times us much as tho
committee estimated the bill would require.

It was further estimated by the committee that, at the
euil of seven years, fifty-live years after tho war of the
revolution, there would lie none surviving to receive its
benefit* Now, If the whole number, 10,<f>7, which it
was supposed would receive pensions underfthls law, bad
lived out the seven years, it would have required $6,853,220to liavo met it* entire requirements, according to the
calculation of the committee, lint this, of course, was 4
not antici|)ated, inasmuch as tlicy expected that the wholo
number of beneficiaries would have passed away within
the seven years. It is fair, then, to presume that otichalfof tliis amount, $3,170,613, was ail that was expected
to be drawn from tho treasury under its provisions.
Twenty-six yean have elapsed since the passage of that

I-.a.,l,li.ra .Al lIII tllft rolls

and the gross amount expended under the net is now over }fl
$18,000,000. |J
On the passage of the act of February 3, 1853, grant- M

ing pensions to the widows of revolutionary soldiers mar- WM
riod sul>scqucut to 1800, the estimate of the olrtce was ?&
that $24,000 would he suilicient for the lirst year. That,
amonnt, however, was found wholly inadequate, and the
additional sun) of $200,000 was asked for and uppropria- )HM
ted in the deficiency bill of the succeeding session for thut

'

m

purpose. fj
There arc other facts on this subject of curious interest. t

ufl
Fifty-three year* after the war at the revolution
widows were living, whoae marriages took place prior t<» J
1783. Nearly 100 of them are yet alive. In 1838, fifty- /JH
tivo years after the close of tho war, 11,870 widows were n

living who were married between 1783 and 1791. InijjB
1848, sixty-five years after the war, 0,442 of the 11,870 ,yg
were still alive. fltj

In my last annual report you was informed that a prac- 8^3
tiee which hud obtained in the Pension Ollice of paying $|0
to the representatives of deceased revolutionary soldiers
and their widows the |>cn8ions which they would have re- 39
ceivod iiiid the proof been satisfactorily established tin- 3

ring tlicir lifetime, liad lx:en overrule*! by me as anau-s'lSi
thorised by law. During the last fiscal year .this decision '.'jJS
has saved to the treasury $118,000. J|

While I have the greatest confidence In the watchfulncsaand Integrity of the officers who have heretofore had --dE
the direct management of tlie Pension Bureau, tho devel- "f®j
opiuent of flic frauds which have Iteen palmed off upon 'fjij
that office is astounding. During the lust year fraudulent ')&
bounty-land claims amounting in tho aggregate to about »

175,000 acres have been detected and exposed. Previous
investigations liad brought to light a fraudulent issuo of .-if;
about 225,000 acres. Four of the perpetrators of these i;jj
frauds have been convicted and sentenced during the lost flE
year; one, against whom the evidence viw conclusive, a

escape*! punishment under the statute limiting proaccu- T
lions to two years from the commission of the offence ;
and thirteen others have been regularly indicted and are 'ft

awaiting their trials. 'Plie boldness and ingenuity with &
which these impostors have presented, press*-*!, nud sue- <B
cessfully prosecuted their cases havo equalled unyfhiug
recorded in the annals of crime. In some caeca they havo <-1
even imposed upon their immediate representatives in
Congress, and made them the.vehicles of conducting their '-d

correspondence for establishing their fraudulent claims. 1
'I'hov are venerallv a class of men who have mnmufid to,,j>g|
maintain respectable names in the communities In which .1
they live, so that nothing but the most convincing proof,
furnished from the records of the office, can satisfy the jr
juries of their guilt. Public justice and the fair reputa- i f
tion of the government alike demand that these offenders *

shouldbe brought, to condign punldimcnt.
Tim recommendations made in my last annual report J,

respecting the equalizing of army and navy pensions, tire C
extension of the statute of limitations in cases of frauds
attempted and jierpctruted upon the Pension Oflhv for
tho procurement of hind warrants, and the passage of a W'
statute to prevent and punish the forging of land war- V:
rants are respectfully renewed.

For the greater protection of the recipients of land war- )<

rants, n law should also he passed making it penal to
forge or counterfeit an assignment of the same.

DISTRICT or COLCHBIA.

Tho report of the Commissioner of Public Buildings (

presents a view of the operations of this branch of the
service during the iast year, and of tho expenditures '

made under the supervision of that officer.
Tho west wing of tho building occupied by the Depart- t

nient of the Interior, and the improvements around it, £
have been completed iu a handsome and acceptable manner.The construction of the north front is progressing f
satisfactorily, and when tinistied, the entire structure will i.
reflect much credit, not only upon tho author of the gone- I
ral design, but also upon tbe skill of those employed in |
its execution. Tbe estimated cost of this portion ot the s,

luiilding was four hundred and fifty thousand dollars |
without a portico, or five hundred and twenty-five thou- dj
sand dollars witli a poitico. The aggregate amount of »'
four hundred thousand dollars was appropriated by the jj
Thirty-fonrtb Congress for this purpose. It is now esti- 51
mated thnt to complete tho building without the portico, |i
to grant' inni I'lirnur iw gruuims, nwi 10 my oil unu Iin *1
prove the interior court. an additional appropriation of C|
lifty thousand dollars will be sufficient. f j

'Hie constitution of (he United States confers upon>,
Congress exclusive legiHlative control over (be District of
(Columbia, but does not allow Its inhabitants any voice ?
in its deliberations This territory, in extent originally
ten mile* square, reduced to its present limits by a retro- '

cession to the State of Virginia of so much us lies west
of the I'otomac, consists of three distinct divisions, each
governed by its own peculiar laws ami regulation*
Georgetown, incorporated prior to the war of the revolution,but whose powers and limits have since l**>n confirmedand enlarged by various acts of legislation
Washington eity, set apart by the President "for the permanentseat of the government of the United States,"
under authority of the act of 16th .fitly, 1790, and ro

ported to Congress as such by Gen. Washington on the
i.hii iHfvmiKT, 11:11 iuhi the country ouuuic the ixtttii- m
<lnn(* of tin-so cities, i.iit witliin the limit* of th» Dir.:
trh t. That CotiRrrw tin* not ix-en unmindful of the 0f>
ig.itmn* tiitiN tartJi,- |t i. rvM. nt from Uio vorv

appropriation* which Imvc. from time to time > \


